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WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE; BILLIE JOHNSON, CHRIS GOEBEL, ED PERKINS, ERIC
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Intervenors-Respondents.
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On February 19, 2024, Governor Tony Evers signed Senate Bill 488, now
2023 Wisconsin Act 94, into law, establishing new, constitutional legislative maps
in the State of Wisconsin. Act 94 fulfilled this Court’s exhortation that the
Legislature “meet constitutional requirements by adopting a substitute measure.”
Clarke v. Wisconsin Elections Comm’n, 2023 WI 79, 457, 410 Wis. 2d 1, 998
N.W.2d 370 (quoting Wise v. Lipscomb, 437 U.S. 535, 540 (1978)). As various
filings since have demonstrated, however, Act 94 did not fully resolve the pending
issues in this case, including how to administer legislative elections that may occur
before November 2024. See Gov. Evers Ltr., Feb. 19, 2024; Pet. Ltr., Feb. 19, 2024;
Dem. Sen. Ltr., Feb. 19, 2024; WEC Mitn. for Clarification, Mar. 15, 2024; Pet.
Resp., March 21, 2024; Gov. Evers Resp., March 21, 2024.

The Legislature’s motion argues that this Court should dismiss the case
because it is moot following the enactment of Act 94. As the Wisconsin Elections
Commission and its members and administrator (collectively, WEC or the
Commission) described in their March 15, 2024 motion, the parties (and others)
require clarity from the Court as to what maps should be used to conduct special
elections to be held before November 2024 in districts with vacancies. See WEC
Mtn. for Clarification, March 15, 2024, 9497-12; Pet. Resp., March 21, 2024. The
Legislature has indicated that the enacted maps should apply to all future elections,

including those that would take place before November 2024. Leg. Ltr. Feb. 21,
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2024. The Petitioners agree. Until such questions are resolved, however, the

Legislature’s motion to dismiss is premature. '

Therefore, the Petitioners respectfully request that this Court hold the

Legislature’s motion to dismiss in abeyance pending resolution of the

Commission’s motion and any other proceedings requiring the Court’s attention.

See Auric v. Continental Cas. Co., 111 Wis. 2d 507, 331 N.W.2d 325 (1983).

Respectfully submitted this 22nd day of March, 2024.

By Electronically signed by Daniel S. Lenz
Daniel S. Lenz, SBN 1082058

T.R. Edwards, SBN 1119447
Elizabeth M. Pierson, SBN 1115866
Scott B. Thompson, SBN 1098161
LAW FORWARD, INC.

222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 250
Madison, WI 53703
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! Although the Commission Respondents’ motion is the most substantive and urgent, the Petitioners
note that several other motions remain pending.
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