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8. On or about December 6, 2023 I received a call, not from Mr. Wikler but from 

WisDems Executive Director Cassi Fenili.  I explained to Ms. Fenili that Representative Phillips 

had been accepted to the ballots of numerous other states, and requested that the WisDems include 

him on the ballot for the Wisconsin Primary.  Ms. Fenili acknowledged my request and gave me 

no indication that it would not be granted. 

9. Upon learning that the WisDems had not included Representative Phillips in their 

list of Primary candidates announced at the Meeting, I sent Mr. Wikler a final text message to 

convey my disappointment with what I considered to be an undemocratic decision.  Ex. 1, p. 4. 

10. While Wisconsin permits presidential primary candidates to obtain ballot access by 

circulating petitions for signature, this is a time-consuming and costly process. 

11. The Campaign solicited estimates from petition circulators in Wisconsin and was 

quoted a price of roughly $300,000 to obtain the minimum 8,000 signatures (1,000 for each 

Congressional District) required by Wisconsin statute. 

12. Wisconsin law is supposed to allow candidates whose candidacies are “generally 

advocated or recognized in the national news media throughout the United States” to bypass this 

costly process, by requiring the Committee to place such generally recognized candidates directly 

on the ballot. 

13. Representative Phillips’ presidential candidacy is generally recognized by national 

news media, by any objective measure. 

14. Representative Phillips announced his long-teased candidacy on October 26, 2023.  

Since he announced his candidacy, Representative Phillips has consistently averaged between 3 

and 7% support in nationwide head-to-head polls among Democratic primary contenders. 
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15. The poll aggregator website FiveThirtyEight hosts an overview of these polls.  

Available at https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/polls/president-primary-d/2024/national/ (last 

visited Jan. 20, 2024).  Its overview of the 2024 Democratic primary polls states that “Our average 

includes all candidates that FiveThirtyEight considers ‘major.’ Candidates with insufficient 

polling data are not displayed in the averages.”  Id.  Representative Phillips is one of three “major” 

Democratic primary candidates listed by FiveThirtyEight. 

16. Representative Phillips also qualifies if media recognition is measured by volume 

of media exposure: Media analytics tools available to the Campaign indicate that, as of December 

27, 2023 (i.e. around the time of the Meeting), his candidacy had been mentioned in national non-

print (television and radio) news and/or advertisements an estimated 13,951 times since it was 

announced on October 26, 2023.  This estimate was generated using the media analytics database 

Critical Mention, by running a search for Representative Phillips’ name, together with the word 

“Biden,” from October 26, 2023 through December 27, 2023. A print-out showing a summary of 

these search results and the first 500 media mentions is attached as Exhibit 2.  While a full report 

of all 13,951 (and growing) media mentions is too voluminous to be included in this exhibit, I am 

prepared to submit the full report upon request. 

17. Television and radio stories concerning Representative Phillips’ candidacy have 

reached a combined audience of approximately 832,285,230 non-unique viewers and listeners.  

Ex. 2, p. 1.  The estimated value of airtime (i.e. if it had all been purchased as paid advertisement) 

devoted to discussion of Representative Phillips’s candidacy has been roughly $55,689,291—and 

this is just in the last two months of 2023 alone.  Id. 

18. In addition to coverage in national television and radio outlets, Representative 

Phillips’ candidacy has also generated attention in online news and social media, gathering over 
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Notary Public 
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